
Shared Goals for 2021-2022 Legislative Session 
• Secure full funding for the School Breakfast Program
• Illustrate the importance of professional regulation in the health care setting, inclusive of certified dietitians, to

uphold professional practice and protect consumers

2019-2020 Legislative Session Highlights 
The School Nutrition Association of Wisconsin (SNA-WI) and the Wisconsin Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (WAND) are 
pleased with our 2019-2020 legislative successes. However, there is still much more to be done!  

SNA-WI:  
•  Successfully prevented passage of Assembly Bill 84, which would have significantly hindered school meal programs from 

recouping costs from delinquent meal accounts directly from parents without providing any kind of state financial assistance 
to cover revenue loss. Through diligent grassroots advocacy, public testimony, and lobbying efforts, Assembly Bill 84 did not 
pass the Assembly Committee on Education.

• Successfully ensured full funding for the School Breakfast Program was included in the Governor Evers’ biennial budget 
proposal. This was the first time in at least ten years that a governor’s budget proposal included full funding for the program. 
Prior to the introductions of the governor’s proposal, SNA urged the administration to include full funding. While the Joint 
Committee on Finance ultimately removed the provision, SNA has an ally in Governor Evers in continuing to advocate for the 
School Breakfast Program.

WAND: 
• Successfully lobbied lawmakers to pass Senate Bill 217 with strong bipartisan support in both the State Senate and State 

Assembly. The bill directs the Wisconsin Department of Health Services to develop and implement a plan to reduce the 
incidence of diabetes in Wisconsin, improve diabetes care, and control complications associated with diabetes. At public 
hearings, WAND members provided crucial testimony as medical experts on the importance and necessity of Senate Bill 
217.

• Successfully set initial action in advocating for dietetic licensure by providing testimony on Senate Bill 541, which creates 
“sunrise reports” for any legislation which creates new occupational licensure. From WAND’s point of view, the bill set a 
roadmap and criteria for obtaining licensure. While WAND did not endorse the bill, members did testify that the standards 
for licensure dictated in the bill are fair and illustrate the standards by which professions protect public health and safety.

• Successfully protected against any attacks on RDN credentialing and the Dietetic Affiliated Credentialing Board (DACB). In 
the 2017-18 legislative session, a number of bills detrimentally singled out RDN credentialing. While WAND was able to 
prevent those bills from passage in the 2017-18 session, WAND also guarded against the same or similar bills from being 
introduced in the 2019-20 session.

• Advocate for development of a malnutrition prevention and treatment action plan.

If you have questions or would like additional information, please contact SNA-WI and WAND’s government affairs consultants 
Erik Kanter or Tim Hoven at 608-310-8833.




