
The Wisconsin Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (WAND) is a statewide 
organization of 1,650 registered dietitian nutritionists (RDNs) and nutrition and 
dietetic technicians registered (NDTRs) professionals. We are affiliated with the 
national, professional organization the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics and 
provide expert nutrition services to a diverse population of Wisconsin residents.  
 
Our members work in a variety of employment settings: hospitals and clinics, 
food management, food processing, public health, education, research, 
corporate wellness, public relations, and private practice. 
 

Join Our Commitment 
 

We strive to promote the wellness of the population of Wisconsin through 
healthy nutrition, and our mission is to empower our members to be 
Wisconsin’s food and nutrition leaders.  
 

We Ask for Your Support 
 

1. Preserve RDN Certification in Wisconsin 
As a matter of health and safety, state certification helps the public easily 
identify which nutrition professionals have the appropriate education and 
training to practice dietetics.  

2. Maintain the Dietitian Affiliated Credentialing Board (DACB) at 
the Department of Safety and Professional Services 

The DACB is instrumental to regulating our profession by overseeing 
educational and training requirements for certified RDNs. It also enforces the 
code of ethics which govern our professional conduct. 

3. Support the Wisconsin Nutrition Education Act 

Studies show that when healthy eating habits are established in childhood, 
they’re more likely to be carried into to adulthood. This Act would update 
Wisconsin’s nutrition education standards by including a nutrition education 
component into current health class curriculums. 

 

Let’s Keep the Conversation Going… 
 

Have a Question? Please contact WAND’s government affairs consultants:  
Dan Carpenter, Erik Kanter, or Tim Hoven at 608-310-8832 

 

 

Intervention by an RDN has been 
shown to improve health outcomes 
for diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, and wound healing. By 
improving the overall wellness of 
our patients, we reduce the length 
and number of hospitals stays and 
the overall cost of health care.  
 
As a crucial member of the health 
care team, clinical dietitians are 
leaders in the identification and 
management of malnutrition, 
which is often underdiagnosed in 
hospitalized patients.  
 
Medical Nutrition Therapy can 
improve a patient’s nutrition status 
and reduce further complications 
due to illness. 
 
WAND members span the entire 
state of Wisconsin from the 
following regions: Southern, 
Western, Northern, Northeast and 
Southeast.  

WAND? 
Who are the members of 

Visit us Online! 
WAND: www.eatrightwisc.org 

AND: www.eatright.org 

Quick Facts 
WAND 
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Certified dietitians in Wisconsin are qualified to provide Medical Nutrition 
Therapy (MNT) which includes: 

 Prescribing tube feedings and nutritional supplementation to improve a 
patient’s nutritional status by preventing or treating malnutrition 

 Implementing a modified diet based on diagnosed chewing and/or 
swallowing difficulties 

 Implementing physician prescribed diets for illness and chronic disease 
 Creating a personalized nutrition treatment plan for a patient based on a 

nutritional assessment and diet history 
 

Eligibility for Certification 

Nutrition professionals must meet the following requirements to receive state 
of Wisconsin certification:  

 Earn a minimum of a Bachelor of Science degree in nutrition or 
equivalent from an accredited university 

 Complete a minimum of 1,200 hours of supervised dietetic practice 
 Pass the Registration Examination for Dietitians 

Wisconsin private health care 
employers require dietitians to be 
certified by the state. WI state law 
also requires public health and long-
term care dietitians to be certified. 
 

Forty-five states and the District  
of Columbia have dietitian 
credentialing laws in place to uphold 
professional standards for registered 
dietitians.  
 

Wisconsin’s DSPS website allows the 
public to access an online data base 
to verify a nutrition professional’s 
credentials. 

Why is 
RDN Certification Important? 

Quick Facts 
WAND 

  We Ask for Your Support to: 
 Preserve RDN Certification in Wisconsin 

 Maintain the Dietitian Affiliated Credentialing Board 
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How can the public identify a nutrition professional who practices safe, evidence-based nutrition education and    
counseling while following ethical and professional guidelines? The Dietitians Affiliated Credentialing Board (DACB) 
protects the public by providing certification for Registered Dietitians in Wisconsin who meet specific requirements.  

What is the Dietitians Affiliated Credentialing Board (DACB)? 

The DACB was created in 1993 to certify registered dietitians practicing in Wisconsin. The DACB is part of the  
Medical Examining Board at the Department of Safety and Professional Services and is charged with: 

 Issuing and renewing registered dietitian certifications 
 Setting educational and training requirements  
 Enforcing a code of ethics to govern professional conduct 
 Investigating complaints from the public about unprofessional or unethical conduct and taking disciplinary action 

when necessary 

The Board provides expert regulation of dietetic professionals by those that understand the profession best —
certified dietitians. The current regulatory structure is comprised of three certified dietitians and one public      
member. For more than 20 years, it has successfully maintained public confidence in the dietetic profession by work-
ing to ensure that established standards are met. 

Without the DACB, the key regulatory decisions that impact certified dietitians, the patients, and consumers they 
serve, would be made by state lawmakers without the education or knowledge of the dietetic profession. 

Please contact WAND’s government affairs consultants with questions:  
Dan Carpenter, Erik Kanter, or Tim Hoven at 608-310-8832 



 

 

 

 

                         Making the right food choices, together 
 
 

 

The School Nutrition Association of Wisconsin (SNA-WI) is a non-profit professional organization 

committed to developing the full potential of all children through quality nutrition. SNA-WI represents 

nearly 1,250 school nutrition professionals statewide who provide high-quality, low-cost meals to 

Wisconsin students. SNA-WI is the recognized school food service resource for child nutrition  

information in the state and continues to advance the availability of quality school nutrition  

programs as an integral part of education. 

 

                                                                    SNA-WI Vision: 
Wisconsin communities embrace the role of nutrition in 

developing the full potential of all children. 

 

                   SNA-WI Mission: 
SNA-WI advocates quality nutrition to children through 

education and support for our members. 
 

 

The official “birth” of school nutrition programs in the United States can be traced back to the creation of 

the National School Lunch Program in 1946, when President Harry S. Truman signed the National School 
Lunch Act. 

Since that time, public and private schools in Wisconsin and across the county have served countless 

meals to hundreds of millions of children through the National School Lunch Program and School 

Breakfast Program. Supported by a combination of federal and state funding, federal school meal 

programs in Wisconsin are administered by the Department of Public Instruction. 

 
Many children consume at least half of their daily calories at school, and for some, school meals may be 

the only food they regularly eat. By providing nutritious food to children, school nutrition programs help 

fight hunger, promote healthy eating habits and allow students to reach their full potential. The success of 

and demand for school nutrition programs continues to grow across the state: 

•   Numerous academic studies have shown a clear link between nutrition and academic  
 performance of students. 

•      According to the Mayo Clinic, children who eat a healthy breakfast are able to concentrate 
better; posses stronger problem-solving skills; are more physically active; and miss fewer days of 

school. 

•      In the 2014-15 school year, 2,475 Wisconsin schools (including 95% of all public schools) 
participated in the National School Lunch Program, serving almost 90 million student lunches. 

•    In the 2014-15 school year, 1,922 Wisconsin schools (including 84% of all public schools)  
 participated in the School Breakfast Program, serving over 30 million breakfasts to students. 

•     While Wisconsin student participation in school breakfast programs has more than tripled since 

2000, state funding for the program has been cut by 13% since 2008. 
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OF WISCONSIN 

Main Message 
Studies show that when healthy eating habits are established in childhood, they are more likely to be carried into 
adulthood. Along with access to nutritious foods in schools and at home, evidence-based nutrition education encourages 
children to adopt healthy eating habits to improve their health outcome. We ask the Legislature to support the Wisconsin 
Nutrition Education Act this session, which will update the state’s nutrition education standards in classrooms. This 
proposal simply allows for the addition of a nutrition component into health education. 

Health Education Background  
Current law requires Wisconsin schools to meet specific educational goals and expectations established by the state. In 
addition to academic skills, public schools must offer an instructional program to provide students with the knowledge 
and means to maintain lifelong health, which includes information on the value of nutritious foods. The law also requires 
Wisconsin students to complete at least a half-credit in health education to graduate from high school. 

Our Legislative Request: Support the 

Wisconsin Nutrition Education Act 

Let’s Work Together to Improve  
the Health of Our Children 

 Update Wisconsin’s nutrition education 
standards to include instruction on the nutritive 
value of foods, as outlined in the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans, to emphasize the 
importance of a nutritious diet, which will 
promote health, maintain a healthy weight, and 
reduce the risk for chronic illness 

 Incorporate a nutr ition education component 
into the health education credit that is currently 
required for graduation from high school 

 Improve nutr ition education standards to teach 
students how to make healthier food choices, 
which will help improve academic performance, 
and promote their growth and development into 
healthier adults 

What You Should Know 

 Nutrition education is a low-cost preventative 
measure to improve children’s health outcomes 
and foster healthy eating habits for a lifetime, 
while reducing future health care costs. 

 According to the Journal of American Medical 
Association, childhood obesity is at epidemic 
levels in the U.S. with more than one third of 
children overweight or obese in 2012. 

 The costs of obesity are significant, accounting for 
$190 billion, or nearly 21%of annual medical 
spending in the U.S. Childhood obesity alone is 
responsible for $14 billion in direct medical cost
(Journal of Health Economics 2012). 

 Schools are in a unique position to promote a 
healthy lifestyle through education which can lead 
to greater academic success for students and 
benefit them far beyond the classroom. 

For more information, please do not hesitate to contact SNA-WI and WAND’s government affairs consultants  

Dan Carpenter, Erik Kanter, or Tim Hoven at 608-310-8832. 

To learn more about the dietary guidelines, and 

to download your free booklet, visit: 
https://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015/guidelines/ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Restore Funding for the Farm to School  

Program Director Position 
 

MAIN MESSAGE: 

SNA-WI encourages the Wisconsin State Legislature to fully fund the Farm to School Program 

Director Position.  The Farm to School program is essential to maintaining the legacy of 

Wisconsin’s agricultural heritage by educating students on the importance of farming as well as 

the basic techniques used to cultivate the food they consume.  In addition, students receive a 

nutritious meal, improving their overall health and productivity during the school day.  The Farm 

to School Program Director plays a pivotal role in connecting local producers to school cafeterias, 

expanding the market for Wisconsin’s agricultural producers while establishing a nutritious and 

healthy foundation for students.  Securing the Director’s position would expand the Farm to School 

program, benefiting students, farmers and the Wisconsin economy.  
 

BACKGROUND: 

In 2009, Wisconsin Act 293 passed with strong bipartisan support, outlining the Department of 

Agricultural, Trade, and Consumer Protection’s responsibilities in promotion of the Farm to 

School program, including the provision of training and technical assistance to both schools and 

farmers.  The Farm to School Director was hired to ensure state law was met, provide technical 

assistance to 65 entities, lead trainings, participate in events, and secure federal funds to expand 

the program. Today, the Farm to School program educates and feeds 565,559 students, purchasing 

over $9 million in Wisconsin produced agriculture.  Unfortunately, the Governor has proposed 

repealing the Farm to School Program in the 2017-2019 biennial budget. 
 

KEY POINTS:  

 During the 2014-15 and the 2015-16 school years, the Farm to School Director worked 

with the Department of Public Instruction to divert $1.4 million in commodity entitlement 

funding to purchase Wisconsin grown fruits and vegetables.  

 The Director assisted in securing more than $200,000 in federal grant funding to increase 

purchases of Wisconsin grown and raised food.  

 The Farm to School’s success under the program director encouraged the 8th National Farm 

to Cafeteria Conference to be held in Wisconsin, creating an economic impact of 

$1,011,359 for the state. 

 50% of school districts in Wisconsin participate in the program with an additional 13% 

planning to begin a program in the future.  

 113 early care and early education sites utilize Farm to School, the highest number in the 

nation. 

LEGISLATIVE REQUEST: 

 SNA-WI asks the legislature to support Wisconsin farmers and children by 

reinstating $86,200 for the Farm to School Program Director position in each year of 

the 2017-2019 biennium.   
 

CONTACT: 

For more information, please do not hesitate to contact SNA-WI’s government affairs consultants 

Dan Carpenter, Erik Kanter or Tim Hoven at 608-310-8832. 

 

   OF WISCONSIN 



 SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM FUNDING & 

     CONCERNS REGARDING BLOCK GRANTS 
 

 

 

 

MAIN MESSAGE: 
 

School nutrition programs, such as the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program, 
are critical to the academic performance of Wisconsin K-12 students. Studies have shown a nutritious 
breakfast and lunch help improve a child’s mood, behavior and ability to concentrate in the classroom. 
Specific data shows students who eat school breakfast attend 1.5 more days of school, perform 17.5% 
better on math tests, and are 20% more likely to graduate.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

The School Breakfast Program is a federal and state assisted meal program for public and private schools 
that provide financial assistance to states to operate a School Breakfast Program in Wisconsin; it is 
administered by the Department of Public Instruction and is available in 1,922 schools. While the program 
is primarily funded by the federal government, the state of Wisconsin provides $2,510,500 in funding each 
year toward reimbursement to participating schools for each breakfast served under the program.  As a 
result of the current funding, Wisconsin schools receive approximately 8-cents per breakfast served during 
the current school year, despite the fact state law calls for a 15-cent per meal reimbursement rate. The 

combination of a flat state appropriation and continued growth in the School Breakfast Program 
has resulted in lower reimbursement rates for participating schools. 
 

KEY POINTS: 


 State funding for the School Breakfast Program has declined, even as demand for the program has 
exploded.



 Participation in the School Breakfast Program in Wisconsin has more than tripled since 2000. In 
the 2000-01 school year, 9.9 million breakfasts were served to Wisconsin students. That number 
will jump to an estimated 32 million breakfasts served in the current school year. 



 Since the 2008-09 school year, an additional 347 schools are now participating in the School 
Breakfast Program bringing the total to 1,922 schools (including 84% of all public schools). The 
average number of students who participate daily in the School Breakfast Program increased to 
189,000 in 2016.



 Since 2008-09 participation in the SBP has increased over 31% in providing 30,498,801 breakfasts 

in 2015 and yet, state funding for the program has been cut by more than 13% since that time. 
 

 H.R. 610 was recently introduced to propose block grants as a possible funding source to the states. 
Block grants aimed at vital programs, such as the School Breakfast Program, could limit or 
eliminate funding that would negatively impact students across Wisconsin. SNA-WI is asking 
members of Congress to oppose HR 610 and block grants.

 

LEGISALTIVE REQUEST: 
 

 SNA-WI is seeking an additional $880,000 in each year of the 2017-19 biennium to increase 

the state School Breakfast Program reimbursement rate to 10-cents for each breakfast 

served in Wisconsin schools.  
 

 SNA-WI is asking to protect funding for the School Breakfast Program should Congress 

decide to block grant the Federal School Breakfast Program 
 

CONTACT: 
 

For more information, please do not hesitate to contact SNA-WI’s government affairs consultants Dan 
Carpenter, Erik Kanter or Tim Hoven at 608-310-8832. 
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